Partial text of remarks by Governor Willism A. Egan at the annual
encémpment of the Alasha Native Brotherhood and Alaska Native
Sisterhood at Angoon, Alaska, November 14, 1960,

When I had the privilﬁga_bf appearing before you one .
year ago Alaska had just embarked upon Statehoed and the attendant
problems which accompanied our new stafus were then in the eurly
stages of solution., We had net attained all the rights which
Statehood would biing. 1In fact, it was not until Janusry of this
yvear that we obtained contrel of our commercial fisheries and ocur
game rasources. We have new obtained full status--a fact which was
underscored ou Novewber 8 when I, aleng with thousands 6f other
native-born Alaskans wag for the Ffirst time privileged to vote for
the man of my cholce to sexve as Fresident of the Unlted States,
The exercise of that fremchise brought to me, as it no doubt did
to many of you, the full realizatien that Alaskans had agsumed Che
.tights and duties of citizenship du our great Republle,

_ In addvessing your conwwention at Yekutat I stated; and
1 quote, "I want to mske it very clear now that I, end the state
administration, and the state delegation in Congress, faver
adequaty and full cgmg&naatimn'f@r_th@s@ Llands or other group or
conmunity wights which heve been teken from our Alaskan Natives by
the Federal govermment. Indian claims dve protected under Federal
law and under the State Constitutilon; énd the Federal governnent
should now speedily undertake te honor this obligation justly die
to the Native people of Alaské, It is my lope that final settlement
may soon be achieved consistent with the decision of the Court of
Claims in the cssé Involving the Tlingic snd Haida Indians against
the United Stetes;"

Now 1 underotand that your own Washington counsel will
be present at this Convention to repori to you énd I do not wish te
prasume by moving in on his subject matter or in professing any
special konowledge on this subject which I certainly do not poasass,
But in thinking of that Court of Claims declsion some interesting
i?ﬁéi@&ti@nﬂ come Lo mind and I koow that these are much in your
minds toe.

That case itself, decided in Qctober of 1959, afforda
very Interesting reading, pevticulerly in Light of hiastery, and of the
condition of the fishery. Included In its findings are quotations
from some unusually intervesting documents, some of which I should
like to recsll to you teday.

it appears that 70 years ago, in 1890, the Stilkines
engagad an attorney to present thelr grievances and those of other
Native peoples to the Praesident of the United States, That attorney,
a Me, Willoughby Clark of Wrangell, wrote to the President in these
words and I quotes

"Wour excellency ls no doubt aware that inte the network
of chamnels or atms of the sea that distinguishes the Scutheastern
cosst of Alaska empty lnnumerable freshwater stresms, most of which
are frequented ammuslly by large quantities of salwem of different
varietles., By mutunl uwndevstandlog each family has the exclusive
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control of one, ox othex, of these streems, The salmen caught
in these streams have for centuries constituted thelr staple
winter's food, Thelr mamner of teking the f£ish, though erudea,
is effective, but not sufficlently so te diminish the supply
which, uwnder thelr system, has never been known to fail aud
scercaly to fluctumte. They now complain ChEt Chese slleged rights
gre belng usucrped by white mem; that the streame are being fenced
80 as to prevent the fish from ascending to their spawming grouwnds;

. g [
ggpﬁggiﬁigdggﬂ§equﬂncm they are rapldly becomlng exterminsted,

Conslder those statements in the sense of foracests made
70 yesrs ago and conglder their sccuracy in terss of subsequent
history and of gear fights from thsat day teo this. It was an ,
smazing statement in lte claricy end in its pevception, and today
we live with the consequences of its disrvegsrd,

' The findings go ov to state thet the letter was ,
referred by the President to the then Secvetary of the Interlod, to
whom Clavk wrote smother letter the ssme yeer, but the recowd

does not show veply to either lotter, I shall not state the
obvious conclusions---they ave too near us in time, and too tragle
in their impact, to requive comment, '

~ Ten years later the bagis for the Court of Claims award
was agtated In substence by the then Governor of Alaeska, John
Brady, who, in his ammual report of 1900, said of the Natlve
peoplas:

Under thelr trwibal lawe the whole country wes divided
between the differant familes for fishing end hunting, Neer the
mouth of a stream they would build a Lledge, more or less sub-
stentlal, where thay would dry thelr f£ish and venison and -dck
berries and enjoy life during the sumer and fall. Toward
winter they would begin to gath@r in theix villages where their
large commmel houses were puilt, All this has levgely changed and
is changing ra%éﬁlvo Thess vaople find the whites crowd nto
the country. %hay locate wining claime and build quartz mills.,

‘The bears and deer are frightemed awsy. The fish men come in greaet
.1 ships. They evect lumense structures which they £111 with bugy
' “Chinamen, They stert out steswbosts end tugs and all kinds of
¢ craft with all kinds of gesv to catch salwon, This is going on

rapidly and the Native £Inds thst the white waw is graedy. - H¢ often

does net care whether the Mative gets emough £ish from his anclent
stream for his winter food. They come te the civil and military
officers and make gomplaint and want to kunow what thelr rights are.

L \ "They ave becomlog uneasy, ' The Chilkats once had a
lucrative fur trade beyond the Chilkest pass. It is gone. Skegway,
Dyea and Haines have sprung up, and the miners arve tearing up the
earth on the Porcupine beyond Xiukwen, Two cammeries In ¢thelr .
m%dsg thig year have put up 65,000 cases of salmon, Ihey want to knew
whether they can vtake up mining claims and secure the lands near
fighing streams; whether thelr young mem cen beceme steam englnsers
and pilots like white men, The time hes errived for Congress to take
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action. It should remembar that the reservatien system has not
worked well and has wrought mischief, It would not be good pollcy
to introduce it into Alaska where the people are salf-supporting

and of keen commercisl instincts,"

The court in its opinion said, quote: "The most valuable
asset lost to these Indisns was their £ishing rights in the ares
they onee used and occupied to the esclusion of all others. The
plaintiffs have suggested that since the effdctive exploitation of
their fisheries was dependant upon thelr continued oCCUpancy
and use of the shorelands, their Fishin rights might be considered
in the nature of easements fixed in such lands., Viewed in this way/
they could be considerad a8 -having been lost or taken as of the
dates on which the shove sreas were lost or appropriated, and the
value of the fishing rights can be considered in determining the
value ef the land aresz to which they were attached 88 of the date
of the taking or loss of the land sreas, The same will be true
of lands which were valuable to the Indlans for hunting and
giggeriﬁgs or from which they took limited emeounts of mingrals or
tlmber.” .. S

This p&ﬁ&ﬁ%e would seem to have great megning in terws of
an award to rvesult arter offsets, 1f ény, are detexmined, While,

&8 the court suggested, classification of lend type and determination
of exact acreage of ench tyge so clasgified is a watter for experts,
a3 ls that of appraieing values for a basis for recovery, yet it

- 8eens reagonable to expect that when this matter is finaili
determined, a very substantisl ameunt of money way be lovolved,

I tovch on this subject one year later in aome detail
because I believe it should have the best thinking of sll of tha
Alaska Retive “Brotherheood and Alssks Native Sisterhood, In my .
Judgment this recognition by the United Stetes of the rights of a
large asegment of our Native Alaskan population, and the provision
for reimbursewent for losses sustained, way prove to he the means
of rvehabilitating an entire economy and thereby improving the lot
of an entive people, I &m extremely pleased that remedial action
18 in prospect snd I urge upon esch of you to bear in mind that
recovery in your lifetime of resouvces lost to your fathers and
grendfathers may, if prudently used, restore both the resources
themselves and added dignity, security end hope for your peepla,

‘ While we know that the Congress did not make provision
for individual claims end probibited the meking of per capita
payments from any awerd made, I am mindful of divided epinion
within the groups sffected. Some have axpressed a desive for an
smendment to allow per capita payments. Others have advocated
partisl per capita payments, retainlag the mein portion of the
award for economic development and edu%ati@nal purpoges-~the
education touched on in Governer Brady's nessage of 60 yasare sgo.

i The past three flshing sensons have all been such thai

the State has found it necessary to insuvgurate a work relief program--
which for the most pact has beern uadertaken in fishing commmities.
We have had smple warning of this need and this conditionw-even
without Mr. Claxk’s letter to the Fresident of 70 years ago, We

have seen it develop In ouwr tiwe. Now, this year, 70 years later,

we Alaskans have at last heen given control of our sadly depleted--
all but gove--fishery, It must be owr Jjoint determination to
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restore i€, for ow selvern, for our children and for thelir children,

, We cannot depend on & pittance in work relilef--great
though the need this yesr., T¢ will wmever be enough and it will
naver he & preper substitute for the veal, traditienal, resource-
based econemy that is, ov was, our heritege., That heritage must
be restored ¢m a venewable, self-sustaining and perpetual basis
for generatlors yet unborn.

And so I say to you--and In this, frankly, 1 am speaking
only in. hope-~hope that the aswerd te come From the Tlingit-Haida
cage wlill be substantial--that ln that event you people who were
here first--who have the oldest history and culture--take the lomg
range view and with that sward--if of appreciable amount--determine
that provisien be made for the Ffuture,

Faracuslly I hope that it will be great enough that the
amual interest realized may go far to provide advanced education
for all who qualiﬁya And T hopa too, thet great stress will be
placed on the fund's longterm use for lasting ecomomie development.

I would hopa, for exsmple, that a cavefully selected
sereening committes be desigosted from smong your mewbership--to
congider investment proposalsw-cold sterage plants, bottem fisheries
exploitacion, forest products, whatever your aress me provide from
which payrolls way result and for which a warket may ga found,

As Governer, I can assure you that should such & committa:
desire to utilise the services of any department of State governmew:,
their staffs or professional technielans, we would be most happy
to cooperate in whatever mamner yeu might deem appropriate,

This is a chancy sort of proposal for it is all foundad
on hope and the wunknown., But, I eay to you again, now is the time
to atart plenning--in hope that meny past wrongs may be remedied anmd
- that you are awarded a means of corrvecting the inequities of historv,
1 do not kmow that that will heappen. I have no crystal ball, But .
for you, for your descemdants, and for Alaska's future, I sincerely -
hope thet my comments today have purpese.




